July 11, 2017
Mr. Charles McClay,
President

Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden Society

Haruo Shirayama
President

Towada Association for International Relations
Dear Mr. Charles McClay, president of Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden Society,

I, Haruo Shirayama, president of Towada Association for International Relations (T-AIR),
and all the T-AIR members sincerely extend our cerebration to the 50th anniversary of
Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden. Especially the attendance of Her Imperial Highness Princess
Ayako of Takamado no Miya at the ceremony is also our pleasure.

The wonderful relationship, formulated in 2003 between the Lethbridge Twinning Society
(LTS) and T-AIR, has already 14-year-long history. During these 14 years, we have visited

each other to deepen and make fruitful the relationship.

Towada, at first, exported to Lethbridge its culture of Japanese taiko drumming. One of the
LTS members stayed in Towada for a month in 2003 to learn the rhythm and spirit directly
from teachers of a Towadan taiko group, “Ryujin Kaminari Taiko” (Dragon-god Thunder
Taiko). He brought them back in Lethbridge and made a fruit of a Japanese Taiko
drumming group named “Hibikiya” (Soundshop).

Secondly, 6 Towadan youths have had ESL training at Flexibility Learning Systems and
Lethbridge College since 2010. They brought back in Towada good memories and lessons
gained from their experience in the ESL trainings. On the basis of these experiences T-AIR
with the cooperation from LTS held a symposium in Towada on possibility of reciprocal

language training based on our international relationship in October 2014.

We, the T-AIR members, hope that Nikka Yuko Japanese Garden will contribute to our

significant relationship between citizens of the both cities and countries forever.

“Nikka Yuko Nihon Tei-en Go-ju Shunen, Banzai!” (Viva, the 50th anniversary of Nikka
Yuko Japanese Garden!)

Sincerely Yours,
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